
 

 

MINUTES 
Castor Valley Elementary School Council Meeting 

November 12, 2015 6:30-8:30pm 
 

Meeting began at 6:42pm 
Meeting was chaired by Cynara Corbin 
 
Attendance: 
Voting Members (reached quorum): 

Alka Moorjani, Cynara Corbin, Deanna Morris, Debbie Hill, Elli Kapsalis, Jenni Bell, Kaitlin Bedford, Kierra 
Lennox, Lesley Parker, Lisa Multari, Maria Armas, Melanie Ritchie, Nicole Eisnor, Sarah Slater, Tara 
Starzomski, Tina Clarmo, Trish Bezaire, Tamara Legris 

Non-Voting Members & Guests: 

Chris Toivonen (Principal), Kim Parsons, Susie Jones, Lauriel Wills, Angie Bickmore 

1.   Welcome, Attendance 
Cynara Corbin opened the meeting and noted that we had reached quorum. 
 
2.   Approval of Agenda 
Melanie Ritchie made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Elli Kapsalis, Motion carried.   
 
3. Approval of September Minutes 
 
seconded by Lisa Multari . Motion carried. 
 
4. Co- Chairs and Vice-Chair’s Report 
 
Volunteer Survey 

The response rate was low so we issued a call for help and doubled the response rate. We are still 
looking for an environment coordinator. Someone who would spearhead cleaning up the grounds in the 
spring (maybe in late April). Susie Jones volunteered.  

Facebook group reminder https://www.facebook.com/groups/CVESC/ 

Members were encouraged to join the CVESC facebook group if they had not already done so and to 
invite other CVES parents via facebook. Regular updates will be made to the facebook group Please 
share the link with your friends who have children going to (or to be going to) Castor Valley. 

Mr. Jeff’s Retirement 

Mr. Jeff, CVES’ beloved custodian, will be retiring on February 29, 2016 after 21 years of service.  School 
Council would like to find a fitting way to send him off, and so it was determined that a memory book 



 

 

will be compiled (led by Alka Moorjani).  Council would like to make the book very student focused, 
filled with pictures and memories.   To that end, an e-mail will be sent home to parents requesting any 
input that may be out there.  Alka Moorjani will also contact certain former Council members, and the 
same will be requested of Leslie Segal.  It was also suggested that Council have the opportunity to sign 
the book.    

Other ideas were discussed including an assembly organized by the teachers where students could share 
their memories and where the book could be presented.    

Talentfest 

 

 

Jenn Danby-MacDonald put forward a request for Council to consider organizing Talentfest – a very 
popular event held over two evenings in the past that was formerly organized by a group of parents.  
Over these two nights, students from CVES displayed their talents ranging from singing, magic, comedy 
and dancing performances to gymnastics and martial arts.  Council was supportive of the idea, indicating 
that the event would require a subcommittee.  Angie Bickmore also indicated that teachers would be 
willing to sit in on auditions, and that the Ambassadors could be involved.  It was indicated that it would 
be beneficial to get input re lessons learned from those parents who ran the event previously.  

 
5.  Principal, Teaching & Support Staff Reports 
 
Teachers Report (Angie Bickmore) 

With a tentative agreement reached between the Teacher’s union and the Province, students are back 
to doing extracurricular activities.  This includes intramurals over lunch time (grades 4 to 8 – each grade 
is assigned a given day), volleyball tryouts, handball (soon), choir, vocal group, chess club on Fridays 
(grades 3 to 6), the green team and lunch monitors.      

The Ambassadors also just returned from “We Day” all pumped up to do good!   These students are 
involved in the snowsuit drive where snowsuits are currently being collected from the school 
community for those less fortunate.  Snowsuits collected will first go to those local schools that have 
expressed an interest.  Any remaining snowsuits will be given to the Shepherds of Good Hope.  The 
Ambassadors will also be involved in the Toy Mountain initiative which will kick off on December 4. 

Principal’s Report (Chris Toivonen) 

CVES clothing order 

A CVES clothing order will be going out in the coming weeks.   Mr. Lalonde is arranging to have clothing 
out on display for parents at the upcoming parent-teacher interviews. 



 

 

Tentative Agreement reached 

A Vote will be held tonight to determine if a tentative agreement reached between the Teacher’s union 
and the Province will be ratified.    

Parent-Teacher Interviews 

Parent-teacher interviews will be held the week of November 16 for those students where a concern has 
been identified and the teacher has requested a meeting.    This change from the usual approach of 
offering an interview to all parents during the first term stems from fallout related to recent job action.  
Parents were reminded that if a parent has a concern, they can request a meeting with their child’s 
teacher anytime during the school year.    

Progress reports will be sent home on December 10, 2015.  

Support Staff Report 

Job sanctions continu 

 

e to be in place for ECEs, EAs, custodians and office workers.  The extended day program has been 
cancelled on the upcoming P.A. Day on November 20. 

  
6. Treasurer’s Reports (Tina Clarmo) 
 
Financial Reports  

Tina Clarmo discussed the Treasurer’s Report included in the Appendix.  This included indicating that 
deposits were very high during the month as an influx of food orders came in (approx. $29,000).   

Ad Hoc Approval 
 
See attached. 
 
7. Fundraising/Programs/Events Report 
 
KinderYard – Direct ask campaign update and corporate donors (Tamara Legris) 

The Direct Ask campaign has generated $4,722 to date, bringing total funds raised to $12,700 out of a 
total goal of $25,000 for the school community.   No corporate donations have been received yet, 
however many local businesses have yet to be approached.   The committee will better know the 
financial position by January.  At that time, it will be determined whether additional fundraising will be 
necessary (eg. Art Walk and Papa Jack popcorn sales raised as possibilities).   

MacMillans  



 

 

The MacMillans campaign was a success again this year with sales of $6,795 (net proceeds raised were 
not available). 

Cedar Bush Creations 

The Cedar Bush Creations initiative was also a success, generating sales of $4,965 and approximate 
profit of $1,336. Numbers were being finalized. 

Fundscrip 

 

 

The first of five Fundscrip dates to be held in the 2015-16 school year generated proceeds of $351.57 for 
School Council.  A second fundscrip order is due November 19 with delivery the following Friday.  A third 
order will follow before Christmas. 

Christmas Shopping Day/Door Decorating/Photos with Santa (Kiera Lennox) 

Volunteers are still needed to help out with Christmas Shopping Day.  There will be a lot of classes 
attending this year with one extra class in the school over last year.  Bins will be placed in classes to 
collect items from students beginning December 5.  Ambassadors are available to help with the event. 

For students in the intermediate grades who usually decorate doors rather than partake in Christmas 
Shopping Day, this year they will be taking selfies with Santa instead.  Similar to Christmas Shopping Day 
where each student brings a small amount to shop, intermediate students will pay a loonie or a toonie 
for a selfie with Santa (aka Mr. Jeff!).   

  
8.  Inclusive, Safe and Caring Schools Committee 

The Committee proposed that CVES hold a multicultural festival during an evening in late January/early 
February.  CVESC was supportive of the idea.  Jen Danby-MacDonald will organize the event, and may be 
contacted for additional info. 

9. OCASC  

Two OCDSB Superintendents presented the proposed changes to the Early French Immersion Program.  
Among other changes, this would see a 50/50 french/english split day in both JK and SK.  This is being 
proposed now because the OCDSB had to wait for full day kindergarten to be introduced in all schools.  
One benefit of adopting these changes is that it will give parents another year to determine if they want 
to do early immersion or not (ie. students would be fully immersed in the program beginning in Grade 1 
versus SK now).  Feedback received from parents on the proposed change is that Math should be 
instructed in English beginning in Grade 1.  As for a decision, OCDSB will know by the end of November 



 

 

whether it will proceed with the changes.  If they do proceed, the changes will be effective September, 
2016. 

10.  New Business 

None 

11. Important Dates 

MacMillans pick-up:  Tue Nov 24 

Cedar Bus 

 

h Creations pick-up:  Tue Nov 24 

Christmas Shopping Day: Tue Dec 15 

12.  Adjournment & Next Meeting 

Next meeting will be held Jan 21, 2016.  Council is encouraging members to bring a buddy! 

Melanie Ritchie motioned to adjourn the meeting, with Jenni Bell seconding.  Meeting adjourned at 
8:57PM.  

 


